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CHAPTER X.

THE   REIGJST   OF   A8SHURDANAPA.L.

WHEN Esarhadclou wus dead there A\ as no war
of succession and no difficulty about the passing
to his son of all his powei*s and titles Asshur
banapal, the Sardanapalus of the Gieeks and the
Latins, and the AsnapperJ of the Old Testament,
became king in Nineveh, and his brother, Sham-
ash-shuin-iikin, WUH likewise everywhere received
as king of Babylon. The dual control in the As-
syrian empire began witli great promise of success,
though exposed to the difficulties and dangers al-
ready enumerated.

Of tliis reign we have much historical material.*

1 Ezra iv, 10, II. V., Osnappar (IDwON^ bcttei Aseuappai
tt It is quite impossible to give any useful survev of the uihiriptiouH of
this reign. The moat important is the splendidly preserved Ita&Mim Prism,
oontiimiiig 1,803 hues of writing on ten sideh, published V R, 1-10 (with
numerous variants from other texts) It i,s translated into German by P.
Jensen, KcdwscJanJt Bib?., ii, 182-28T. In addition to the translation ol
this particular te^ct Jensen has also translated certain parallel and supple-
mental passages from other inscription** (ibid, pp 236-269), in which most
of the matter needed for historical purposes is contained. For more com-
plete lists of the inscriptions belonging to the reign the following may b<*
consulted: FJexold, Kitr&ffefasster Ueberlhek nbcr die Babylwisch-AssyriRche
Lttfwtfur, pp. 10S-121; George ?lmith, History of Attmtbmtipal, London,
1871, Samuel Alden. Smith, Die KeihcMfttwte AburbawpaPs Kdmg* von
Asst/riMi, (C78-6SJ6 v, chr ) nach dem selbst in London eopierten th'imdterf,
tmt TruwH'riptiun, UcberMtsnitg, Itommentar und volhtandigen Glossar
Leipzig, 188'7-B9 There are diacuaHions of some important questions con-
cerning the AsBhurbanapal texts m Wmckler, AnorhntahscheFoisclttingen,
especially i, pp. 244-251}, 474-48J? In the narrative belov references are
given to other inscriptions and to detailed investigations concerning them